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� The patient, a 30 year old Asian man, presented with a 
chief complaint of painless swelling in the left labial 
mucosa of the lower lip. Clinical examination revealed 
a well-defined mass 15 20 mm in size. The lesion was 
not sensitive to palpation. No discharge or redness was 
detected. The patient’s physical status was good and 
his medical history investigation was non-contri bu t o 
ry. He had not taken any medication. He stated that 
the swelling was initially noticed about nine to ten 
years earlier, however, it was very small.. 
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� Since it had been asymptomatic he neglected to have 
the lesion examined or treated until it became 
gradually larger. From the clinical appearance a 
diagnosis of mucocele or fibroma was made and the 
patient was scheduled for surgical enucleation of the 
lesion under local anaesthesia.

� Upon removal the lesion appeared to be fibrotic and 
consisted of multiple masses of various sizes. The 
removed tissue was delivered to the laboratory and 
processed for routine histological examination and 
final microscopic diagnosis. Healing of thesurgical site 
was uneventful, but indentation of the lower lip was 
evident due to the large extent of excised tissue.

3Yunilda Andriyani

Yunilda Andriyani 4



12/4/2010

3

� Gross examination of the biopsy specimen revealed 
three separate pieces of tissue, summed up to 15 20 20 
mm. One of these was a spherical opalescent cyst, 5 
mm in diameter, with a clear fluid content and a 
parasitic larva. The other two pieces were rubbery, 
irregular shaped, greyish pink tissue. Microscopic 
examination of the cyst showed an inverted cephalic 
part of the cysticercus .

� Oral mucosa showing granulomatous reaction with  
marked eosinophilic infiltration was also included in 
the prepared sections .
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� With the final diagnosis of cysticercosis established, 
the patient was referred for medical investigation and 
treatment. The cerebral examination with computed 
tomography (CT) revealed no abnormal density lesion. 
Since other relevant symptoms were absent, no 
medication or further treatment was indicated. The 
patient was informed about the nature of the disease 
and regular periodic check-ups were suggested.
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� Taenia saginata and Taenia solium are medically 
important tapeworms of humans.

� Taenia saginata, commonly referred to as the “beef 
tapeworm” and “pork tapeworm” for Taenia solium.
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� Questioner Demonstration Proglotid (QDP) method.

� Anal swab.

� It’s very rare to find eggs of Taenia sp. in feces, so 
demonstration eggs of Taenia sp. in feces can’t be 
definitive diagnosis for Taeniasis.
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� Eating only well-cooked pork or beef

� Proper disposal of human feces

� Treatment for taenia carriers

� Preventing irrigation of vegetables with water 
contaminated with human feces

� Health education
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THANK YOU


