
Social Planning 

• Social Planning shares most of features of 
other planning: rational & efficient decision 
making process

• Exclusively concerned with social reality, 
although all planning as social implications, 
SP deals directly with social issues & 
problems



Social Planning, social change, & 

applied sociology

• Auguste Comte: as an applied social science, 
concerned with the improvement of society

• Charles North: many social problems, incl 
overpopulation, falling moral standards & overpopulation, falling moral standards & 
increasing family instability were caused by 
social change. 

• Sociologist studied how change occurred, they 
could discover ways controlling it.  



• This knowledge could be applied through 
legislation, education, propaganda & effective 
leadership to direct change & limit its harmful 
effect

• Bennis: ‘planned change’ as the application of 
social technology, derived from systematic & social technology, derived from systematic & 
appropriate knowledge which should be used 
not only for the purpose of solving social 
problems but for the ‘creating intelligent action 
& change’



• Karl Mannheim & Kurt Lewin: planning should 
be used to strengthen the social fabric of 
society & to improve social interaction.

• But, minimal role of sociologist as planner:

– Sociological knowledge disseminate & diffuse – Sociological knowledge disseminate & diffuse 

through society in general way

– The impact of sociology is indirect, not to be 

measured & judged 



Social Planning, social work, & 

community organization

• Social work originated in Europe & N.A the 
end of 19th century in response to a demand 
for trained personnel to serve in the numerous 
philanthropic activities in which the charities 
had become involvedhad become involved

• Professional social work formalized these 
activities as 3 methods: casework, group 
work, community work (community 
organization or c.d)



Social planning & urban planning

• Modern town planning emerged largely as a 
response to a philanthropic concern about 
overcrowding & squalor in rapidly expanding 
industrial cities of Europe & N.A

• Studies on slum conditions, provision of • Studies on slum conditions, provision of 
sanitary facilities, construction of school, 
recreational centers & other facilities, by both 
voluntary & public effort



• The American City Beautiful movement 
encouraged aesthetic improvement through 
land use legislation to control future 
construction & segregate different types of 
urban activities, emphasis on physical 
factors in planning process than social 
factors:factors:
– zoning & master plan dominated by engineers & 

architects 

– emphasis on the enforcement of building & zoning 
legislation diverted attention from social aspect of 
urban planning 



Consequences:

• After 2nd WW slum clearance & public housing 
construction was undertaken on a large scale; 
huge faceless block, densely packed high rise 
apartments

• High-rise living generated new social 
problems: vandalism, crime, personal problems: vandalism, crime, personal 
isolation. 

• These situations gradually stimulated a 
greater interest in social, economic, & political 
dimension of urban planning 



• Urban planning involved:
– The creation of jobs through planned investment

– The anticipation of the social impact of planning

– The involvement of public in the planning process

• Urban planning began to draw knowledge from 
fields: sociology, economics, social policy, fields: sociology, economics, social policy, 
political science

• This is not the case in most developing countries 
where urban planning is not well developed & still 
largely preoccupied with physical design



• The term social planning emerged in Europe & 
N.A during the 1960s to reflect a new concern 
for the social aspects of urban planning

• Perloff: 6 task undertaken by social planners 
in American city:
– Assessing & monitoring the social impact of urban 

plansplans

– Preparing long-term social development plans

– Undertaking social research

– Coordinating community services

– Helping to locate community facilities

– Enlisting grassroots participation in planning


